
2023 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Overview

Thank you for belonging to the University Economic 
Development Association! Your membership makes a real 
difference in promoting inclusive economic ecosystems fueled by 
universities, community colleges, and other practitioners.

This is a critical time for our nation’s innovation and economic 
development landscape. UEDA is continually evolving to meet 
these new challenges, uniting ecosystem partners to learn best 
practices, gain recognition for their work, and better 
communicate their organization’s impact in their communities. 
Your participation has helped make all this possible.

Accomplishments

Wider Connections
• Expanding outreach to key federal agencies, postsecondary education advocates, and philanthropic 

groups
• Building ties to experts and partners in economic development, workforce development, and higher 

education (i.e., NADO, APLU, UIIN, AURP, IEDC)
• Engaging new members, including minority serving institutions such as Historically Black Colleges and 

Universities (HBCUs) and Tribal Colleges and Universities (TCUs)
• Showcasing excellence in talent, innovation, place, DEI, and engaged university with the Awards of 

Excellence program

Deeper Content
• Launch partner for C•CUBE entrepreneurial ecosystem toolkit
• Continuing support of Talent, Innovation, and Place affinity networks
• Providing networking opportunities for 73 EDA University Centers 
• Offering IEP Universities program among non-APLU member UEDA institutions
• Exploring Innovation Impact Framework to measure results and benchmark to peers
• Leveraging existing and future UEDA grants to enhance the network’s expertise

Stronger Foundation
• Providing greater access to a national network with Washington, DC location
• Identifying member needs and what makes membership valuable
• Modernizing our organizational financial systems
• Developing checklist for UEDA board engagement
• Focusing and sharpening our social media presence
• Creating a more personal touch with membership engagement



Areas of Focus

TALENT

UEDA’s focus on talent, our economy’s human capital, encourages 
higher education to foster workers at all levels so they grow to be 
contributors to further economic growth.

• Experiential Learning
• Industry Alignment
• 21st Century Skills

INNOVATION

UEDA members are committed to supporting innovation, creative 
problem solving, and entrepreneurship to cultivate similar economic 
opportunities in their communities.

• Innovation Spaces
• Research Collaboration
• Entrepreneurial Ecosystems

PLACE

UEDA encourages institutions to be active members and 
contributors in their communities to ensure vibrancy and lay a 
strong foundation for ongoing economic success.

• Infrastructure Support
• Community Development
• Environmental Sustainability

MAXIMIZE YOUR MEMBERSHIP

• Join a committee
• Leverage staff as a resource and UEDA as a national partner
• Tap the Center for Regional Economic Competitiveness (CREC) as a resource for expanding internship and 

capstone opportunities for students

We’d love to visit when you are in DC. 

1550 Wilson Blvd Arlington, VA 22209
Contact staff anytime at info@universityeda.org or 703.522.4980

mailto:info@universityeda.org
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